
MINUTES OF THE
PUBLIC UTILITIES AND TECHNOLOGY INTERIM COMMITTEE
Wednesday, May 18, 2005 – 9:00 a.m. – Room W015 House Building

Members Present:
Sen. Gregory S. Bell, Senate Chair
Rep. Sheryl L. Allen, House Chair 
Sen. Mike Dmitrich
Sen. Beverly Evans
Sen. Darin G. Peterson
Rep. Ralph Becker
Rep. Bradley M. Daw
Rep. Ben C. Ferry
Rep. Lorie D. Fowlke
Rep. Fred R. Hunsaker
Rep. Rosalind J. McGee
Rep. Michael E. Noel

Rep. Ross I. Romero
Rep. Aaron Tilton
Rep. David Ure
Rep. Richard W. Wheeler

Members Absent:
Sen. Curtis S. Bramble

Staff Present:
Mr. Richard C. North, Policy Analyst
Mr. Christopher R. Parker, Associate General Counsel
Ms. Phalin L. Flowers, Legislative Secretary

Note: A list of others present and a copy of related materials can be found at www.le.utah.gov or by contacting the
committee secretary, Phalin Flowers, at 538-1032. A recording of the meeting is available from the committee
secretary.

1. Committee Business

Chair Bell called the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m.

MOTION: Rep. Allen moved to approve the minutes of the April 20, 2005 meeting. The motion passed
unanimously with Sen. Dmitrich, Sen. Evans, Rep. Becker, Rep. Fowlke, Rep. McGee, and Rep. Ure
absent for the vote.

2. Committee Study Issues 2005

Sen. Bell distributed and discussed "Study Issue Survey Results - 2005." The top four items that were
chosen by the Committee were energy issues, utility and trade regulatory authority, energy efficiency, and
energy administration change. 

3. General Agreement on Trades in Services

Rep. Allen introduced this item. She discussed how important trade agreements are and explained what
trade agreements have to do with public utilities. She asked committee members if they would like to have
additional presentations on trade agreements with the intent of determining whether the Legislature needs
a larger role in reviewing and approving trade agreements that effect the state.

Mr. Brian Farr, Attorney General's Office, spoke about the importance of trade agreements. He urged
the Committee to become well-informed about them.

The Committee agreed to have an additional meeting to learn the basics of trade agreements.

4. State Energy Policy
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Chair Bell introduced Mr. Matthew Brown and Ms. Kate Burke from the National Conference of State
Legislatures. 

Mr. Brown presented "State Energy Policy: Purpose and Development." He explained that we now have
competition for world energy supplies from China and India, which affects our supplies and prices. He
indicated there is significant energy production in the world, but that we need to study the location of that
energy production and whether we have the means to transport the energy to where it is needed. Mr.
Brown presented several graphs and charts indicating the growing demand for different types of energy.

Ms. Burke presented specific state responses to the need for an energy policy. She also discussed several
goals and objectives necessary to have a state energy policy. She explained the steps each state took to
create their energy policy.

Mr. James Souby, President, CEO, Oquirrh Institute, explained the purpose of the Oquirrh Institute is to
inform private and public entities about the environment and energy. He explained how complicated the
issue is. He clarified that there is no working national energy policy. Mr. Souby also stated that an energy
policy cannot be addressed by passing statutes; a dialogue with key players in Utah and elsewhere is
needed. He also explained that Utah is not alone in this issue; that it is a global issue.

Mr. Alan Matheson, Envision Utah, discussed public engagement in development and implementation of a
state energy policy.

Sen. Evans pointed out that the stakeholders also need to be involved in the development of the state
energy policy. She also stated that this issue covers the entire state, and not just the Wasatch Front. 

Committee discussion followed.

MOTION: Rep. Allen moved to distribute comments from public hearings held by Rep. Ure and Rep.
Becker and to hold an additional meeting to learn the basics of trade agreements. The motion passed
unanimously with Sen. Dmitrich absent for the vote. 

5. Energy Policy Breakout Session

This item was not discussed.

6. Breakout Session Reports

This item was not discussed.

7. Other Items / Adjourn

MOTION: Rep. Allen moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed unanimously with Sen. Dmitrich
absent for the vote.

Chair Bell adjourned the meeting at 12:04 p.m.


